
 

New Law Q & A 

 

1. In the examination of an application for Special Authorization to Stay or Residence 
Authorization, from which other supervising or document issuing entities can the Public 
Security Police Force ask for opinions besides the Labour Affairs Bureau and the Macao Trade 
and Investment Promotion Institute? 

For example, for the purpose of granting Special Authorization to Stay to an arbitrator, the 
Public Security Police Force can request the arbitration supervising entity to provide opinions 
when necessary. In another example, for the purpose of granting Special Authorization to Stay 
to a traditional trader, the Public Security Police Force can seek opinions from the Municipal 
Affairs Bureau if necessary. 

 

2. What is the difference between transfer and transit? 

Transfer in Macao is not regarded as entry to and departure from the Macao Special 
Administrative Region. It requires no record of entry and departure. No Authorization to Enter 
and Stay is granted. As for transit, it means a non-resident enters Macao and stop over for 
proceeding to countries or regions where he or she is admissible. 

 

3. How long must my travel document be valid for travel to Macao? 

According to Article 4 of Administrative Regulation No. 38/2021, during entry to Macao, 
passports, travel documents and any other documents accepted for the purpose of immigration 
control must be valid for at least 90 days beyond the period of intended stay in Macao. 

 

4. Authorization to Enter granted at the checkpoint can be regarded as for the purpose of tourism 
or its equivalents unless the non-resident specifies another purpose. Does it mean that the visitor 
does not have to make a declaration if he is travelling to Macao for the purpose of tourism? Is a 
declaration required only when the visitor travels for purposes other than tourism? 

If a visitor travels to Macao for the purpose of tourism, no declaration is required. 

If the purpose is not tourism, the visitor may do the following: 

(1) Fill in the purpose of entry on the visa application form or Application Form for Prior 
Authorization to Enter. No declaration is required upon arrival. 



(2) Persons exempted from a visa or Prior Authorization to Enter may state their purpose of 
travel at the checkpoint before entry. 

 

5. What activities are regarded as for the purpose of tourism or its equivalents? 

The following activities are regarded as for the purpose of tourism or its equivalents: 

(1) Visiting sights and monuments, purchasing personal essential articles and souvenirs, 
enjoying gaming, entertainment, recreational activities and other similar activities are 
regarded as tourism purpose; 

(2) Visiting relatives and friends; 

(3) Religious worship, but missionary work is not included; 

(4) Having operation, receiving treatment and ordinary medical behaviour; 

(5) Attending expositions and trade fairs, watching performances, festive celebrations and 
sports competition,  attending seminars, conferences, academic exchange activities and 
other activities of similar nature as a spectator or an audience; 

(6) Receiving training and attaining knowledge by participating in courses, workshops and 
similar activities. 

 

6. Can a non-resident who is granted a visa or prior Authorization to Enter change his purpose of 
entry upon arrival? 

Non-residents with a visa or Prior Authorization to Enter have already declared their purpose of 
entry in the application. Therefore, they do not have to make a declaration again upon arrival. 
However, if they, upon arrival at Macao, declare another purpose of entry, which is not tourism 
or its equivalents as stipulated in Article 21 of Law No. 16/2021, the visa or Prior Authorization 
to Enter granted cannot be used for entry. 

For example, if a non-resident who is granted Prior Authorization to Enter for the reason of 
tourism states, upon arrival, that his or her purpose of entry is to give a performance in a public 
place, his or her Pior Authorization to Enter cannot be used for entry. If the non-resident 
presents proof of approval from the Municipal Affairs Bureau, he or she will be granted 
Authorization to Enter and Stay. However, if the non-resident fails to obtain approval for the 
relevant activity, he or she will be refused entry. In addition, if the non-resident is a national of 
the six countries specified in the Chief Executive’s Written Instructions No. 165/2010, he or she 
will have to obtain an entry visa in advance in order to be admitted to Macao. 

 



7. If I declare tourism is my purpose of entry upon arrival, can I make another declaration as I am 
engaged in other activities during my legal stay? Should the declaration be made to the 
checkpoint, the Immigration Building or any police station? Will a new Slip of Authorization to 
Stay be printed after the declaration? 

Application for change of the purpose declared upon entry can be made to the Investigation and 
Repatriation Division at our Immigration Building. After examination, a new Slip of 
Authorization to Stay will be issued. 

 

8. Can I refuse to have my biodata collected by the Public Security Police Force when I enter 
Macao? 

If a non-resident refuses to provide his or her biodata upon arrival at Macao or objects to our 
handling of his or her personal information in accordance with law, he or she can be refused 
entry according to Item 7 or 9, Article 24 of Law No. 16/2021. 

 

9. Prior Authorization to Stay is to be used within 120 days from the date it is granted, and allows 
the holder to stay in Macao within the period specified. Is it one-off or multiple? 

In the application for Prior Authorization to Stay, the interested person can choose to apply for 
single- or multiple-entry Authorization. Multiple-entry Authorization entitles the holder to 
enjoy multiple entries to Macao before it expires. 

 

10. I am granted Special Authorization to Stay and have a son who was born in Macao not long ago. 
I have applied for a passport for him 30 days after his birth. Do I need to declare or prove to the 
Public Security Police Force? 

According to Article 31 of Law No. 16/2021, parents who are holders of any type of 
Authorization to Stay should prove to the Public Security Police Force that they have obtained a 
passport, travel document or other documents that are accepted for the purpose of immigration 
control for their Macao-born child within 90 days after his or her birth. The relevant obligation 
does not have to be fulfilled if the newborn baby leaves Macao within 90 days. 

 

11. I want my son (non-resident) to study in Macao. Can I apply to the Public Security Police Force 
for Special Authorization to Stay for the purpose of studying at an education institution as 
stipulated in Item 6, Term 1, Article 32 of Law No. 16/2021? 



Item 6, Term 1, Article 32 of Law No. 16/2021 and Article 19 of Administrative Regulation No. 
38/2021 regulate the applications for Special Authorization to Stay for the purpose of taking 
higher education programs approved by a competent entity. 

 

12. I am a holder of Special Authorization to Stay and have several addresses in Macao. Which one 
should I declare? 

The requirement to declare the contact address and habitual residence address in Macao serves 
the purpose of facilitating contact, hence enhancing the processing of an application and 
protecting the rights of the person concerned and public interests. Therefore, if you live in 
Macao, a valid address for contact will do. For details, please refer to Website Information. 

 

13. Persons granted Special Authorization to Stay for over 90 days should specify to the Public 
Security Police Force their contact address and habitual residence address in Macao. Does it 
mean that all non-resident workers and students have to submit their address all over again? 
How should they submit the proof of address? What is the time frame for them to submit it? 

Persons who are granted Residence Authorization and Special Authorization to Stay for over 90 
days, including non-resident workers, their dependants and non-resident students, are required 
to update the Public Security Police Force about their contact address and habitual residence 
address within 90 days from the effective date of the law, i.e. from 15 November 2021 to 14 
February 2022. Any change in the above two addresses in the future should be updated to the 
Public Security Police Force within 45 days from the date of change. If the contact address and 
the habitual residence address have been declared during the application for residence or 
Authorization to Stay at our department and if there is no change in the two addresses when the 
above law takes effect, no declaration is required. If the declared address in Macao can be 
regarded as the contact address and habitual residence address and there is no change in them, 
no declaration is required too. For details, please refer to Website Information. 

 

14. Under what circumstances will the Public Security Police Force reject my application for 
Special Authorization to Stay outright? 

Unless otherwise stipulated, the Chief of the Residence and Stay Affairs Department of the 
Public Security Police Force should give reasons in his written instructions to reject an 
application for Special Authorization to Stay or Residence Authorization outright in any of the 
following situations: 

(1) The remaining validity of the interested person’s passport, travel document or other documents 
accepted for the purpose of immigration control does not meet the requirement; 



(2) The interested person is interdicted from making applications for Special Authorization to Stay 
or Residence Authorization at the time; 

(3) The application is not written in any of the official languages, but applications written in 
English with no difficulty caused to the Public Security Police Force in the interpretation are 
excepted. 

 

15. Who can apply for Special Authorization to Stay for the reason of family reunion? 

The reuniting kindred of the following persons can apply for Special Authorization to Stay on 
the basis of family reunion: 

(1) Holders of a Macao Resident Identity Card; 

(2) Holders of a Special Stay Permit; 

(3) Skilled workers employed by a local employer owing to their educational background, 
professional qualification or working experience. 

 

16. If Residence Authorization and Macao Permanent Resident Identity Card are obtained by 
providing false declaration, or false, counterfeit, tampered document or another person’s 
authentic document, or by any type of fraud, will the permanent resident status be regarded as 
invalid? Will the permanent resident status of the Macao-born children be invalid too? Is there 
any retroactive period for the invalidity? 

No matter when the fact occurs, it is stipulated in Article 7 of Law No. 16/2021 that any 
Authorization to Enter, Authorization to Stay, Residence Authorization and the renewal and 
extension of such Authorization obtained through any type of fraud are invalid. Besides, any 
factual conditions derived from the invalid behaviour are in principle invalid. 

 

17. I am a resident of the Region of Taiwan and my spouse is a Macao resident. I am applying to 
the Residence and Stay Affairs Department for Residence Authorization. Can I stay in Macao to 
wait for the application result? 

Generally, during the waiting period, the applicant will be granted an appropriate limit of stay 
so that he or she can remain in Macao to wait for the result of the application for Residence 
Authorization. 

 

18. I have filed an application to the Residence and Stay Affairs Department for Residence 
Authorization with my Permit for Proceeding to Hong Kong and Macao. Then I was notified 



that certain document is lacking and I have to get back to the Mainland to apply for it. However, 
my household registration had been cancelled. Without any other document, how can I return to 
the Mainland? 

The applicant can apply to the China Travel Service (Macao) Ltd. for a one-off permit for 
return to the Mainland by presenting the Permit for Proceeding to Hong Kong and Macao and 
the Application Acceptance Receipt issued by our Residence and Stay Affairs Department. 

 

19. What can I do if I do not have a permanent resident to be a guarantor in my application for 
Residence Authorization? 

According to Article 33 of Administrative Regulation No. 38/2021, besides a Macao permanent 
resident, the guarantor can also be a corporation with its headquarters set up in Macao (e.g. 
bank guarantee, guarantee insurance, etc.) 

 

20. I was granted Residence Authorization before the new law takes effect. I will be moving to a 
new address very soon. Do I need to notify your department? 

According to Article 98 of Law No. 16/2021, persons granted Residence Authorization should 
notify the Public Security Police Force of any change in their habitual residence address in 
Macao within 45 days from the date of change. Failure to make a notification of the change will 
result in a fine of MOP2000 to MOP6000. 

 

21. I was just granted Residence Authorization which is valid for 1 year. Now that the new law 
takes effect, when should I renew it? 

You are required to make an application for renewal of the Residence Authorization in the first 
60 days of the 120 days before its expiry. Application can still be made after the above period 
by paying a fee (MOP2000 in the first 30 days, MOP5000 in the next 30 days). Failure to renew 
the Residence Authorization within the above period will result in its extinguishment as the 
Residence Authorization expires and becomes invalid. In addition, you will be deprived of the 
successive time counted for the purpose of obtaining permanent resident status. 

 

22. My current Residence Authorization will be expiring in less than 60 days when the new law 
takes effect. When should I renew it? 

To avoid affecting the rights and interests of the persons granted Residence Authorization due 
to law supersession, a transitional provision is stipulated in the new law: persons whose 
Residence Authorization expires after the new law takes effect and during the period between 



15 November 2021 and 14 March 2022, including those whose Residence Authorization 
reaches 7 years, can make an application for renewal before the expiry of the Residence 
Authorization. Renewal is still possible after the Residence Authorization expires. The persons 
concerned can make an application for renewal within 180 days after the expiry of the 
Residence Authorization by specifying reasons and paying a fine of MOP20 per overdue day as 
stipulated in the old law. 

 

23. My daughter will study abroad and will only return to Macao during the long vacations. Will 
this affect her Residence Authorization which was granted by the Residence and Stay Affairs 
Department? 

Whether the Residence Authorization can be maintained generally depends on a number of 
elements, which include the overall family condition of the interested person, whether she keeps 
contact with the people in Macao, whether her family member who was the reason for her 
application for Residence Authorization on the basis of family reunion habitually resides in 
Macao. 

 

24. Under what circumstances will I have my Residence Authorization revoked or renewal of 
Residence Authorization rejected? 

When any of the following conditions arises, the Chief Executive can revoke the Residence 
Authorization or reject the renewal of the Residence Authorization by his written instructions: 

A. It occurs or is subsequently known that there are reasons for the person granted Macao 
Residence Authorization to be susceptible of being deemed as inadmissible according to Term 1, 
Article 23 of Law No. 16/2021; 

B. After the person is granted Residence Authorization, 

1. Any of the conditions stipulated in Items 1 and 2, Term 2, Article 23 of Law No. 16/2021 
arises and the relevant crime results in the sentence of imprisonment of over a year; 

2. He / she commits crimes in Macao and is condemned for more than once, no matter what 
the range of punishment is. 

C. A penalty or security punishment had been imposed on the Residence Authorization holder by 
the court in or outside Macao before the Authorization was granted, but such fact was not 
mentioned during the application; 

D. The person granted Residence Authorization does not have habitual residence in Macao 
anymore, or does not meet a requisite, prerequisite or condition for granting Residence 
Authorization anymore. 



 

25. If my Residence Authorization is revoked or renewal / extension of Residence Authorization is 
rejected, how many more days will I be allowed to stay in Macao? 

Generally, the time limit for departure from Macao is at least 30 days. However, if the person 
whose Residence Authorization is revoked or whose renewal or extension of Residence 
Authorization is rejected poses a serious threat to public security or order, he or she will be 
ordered to leave Macao immediately. 

 

26. Within how many days should an applicant for Residence Authorization supplement the 
required information? 

If there is no reason to make a rejection outright, the Public Security Police Force will accept 
the application and inform the interest person of any insufficiencies that are found in the 
application or the documents submitted and that can be rectified. The interested person will 
have to make the corrections within 60 days from the date of notification. 

  

27. My Residence Authorization has expired and I have applied for renewal. Can I continue to work 
in Macao while waiting for the application result? 

Persons granted Residence Authorization should renew it in the first 60 days of the 120 days 
before its expiry. If renewal is made in the last 60 days, a corresponding fee for deferred 
renewal should be paid (MOP2000 in the first 30 days, MOP5000 in the last 30 days). 
According to the actual situation, the interested person will have his / her Residence 
Authorization extended for the time required to complete the renewal procedure. While waiting 
for the renewal examination result, the interested person granted extended Residence 
Authorization may continue to work in Macao. However, if no renewal is made within the 
above time limit, the Residence Authorization will become invalid owing to its expiry, which in 
turn will result in its extinguishment. In this case, the interested person cannot work in Macao 
anymore. 

 

28. I have applied for Residence Authorization and have been notified that a Residence 
Authorization Certificate is issued to me. However, I have not come to collect the Certificate 
while it is still valid. What is the consequence? 

According to Term 2, Article 34 of Administrative Regulation No. 38/2021, a Residence 
Authorization Certificate is valid for 90 days. According to Term 2, Article 45 of Law No. 
16/2021, unless there is a justified reason that is properly proved, failure to collect the 
Residence Authorization Certificate containing the Residence Authorization or the relevant 



renewal before it expires is equivalent to renunciation of the Residence Authorization. 
Applications for new authorization will not be allowed for two years. Therefore, persons who 
are notified that a Residence Authorization Certificate is issued should collect it as soon as 
possible and apply to the competent entity in Macao for a Macao Resident Identity Card. 

29. Why are there no clauses on the talent admission regime? 

According to Term 2, Article 32 of Law No. 16/2021, “when there is a justified reason 
involving significant public interests, other types of special authorization to stay can be 
established through complementary administrative regulations”. Administrative Regulation No. 
38/2021 is enacted to complement the new law. It is a major complementary administrative 
regulation established to regulate immigration control and the general situations regarding 
Residence Authorization and Authorization to Stay. If there is a need to establish special 
measures and regulations when working out the talent admission scheme in the future, an 
administrative regulation especially for the scheme can be enacted as corresponding 
complement in accordance with the relevant stipulations. The two are in a relationship of 
general law and special law. 

 

30. What will be the consequence if I enter Macao at the arrival hall of the Border Gate checkpoint 
without going through immigration clearance at the counters? 

Entry to Macao via a checkpoint but evading the control of the Public Security Police Force is 
regarded as illegal immigration, resulting in deportation and prohibition from entry for three 
months from the date of departure, without prejudice to any subsequent application of the 
measures of entry interdiction. 

 

31. My underage son overstays after his family visit to Macao. Is it possible for him to be exempted 
from the fine? 

If it is the fault of the person having parental right or custody of an unemancipated minor for the 
minor’s status of illegal immigration or illegal stay, a fine of MOP3000 to MOP9000 will be 
imposed on him or her. If the person responsible is a non-resident, the fine will be replaced by 
revocation of his or her Authorization to Stay and interdiction of application for Residence 
Authorization or Special Authorization to Stay for two years. 

 

32. My friend plans to stay at my home during his visit to Macao. I did not know that he has 
overstayed. What will be the consequence? 

Persons who are fully aware that another person is at the status of illegal immigration or illegal 
stay and still allows that person to be taken in or stay overnight at their home, or let that person 



dominate or occupy a place, construction, vehicle, vessel or real property, or a part, room or 
annex of the real property in any form so that the person is taken in or stays overnight will be 
penalized by imprisonment for a maximum of two years. Persons who provide accommodation 
to a third person have the obligation to find out the status of that person in Macao so as not to 
violate the law. 


